


1INTRODUCTION

I am a sixth grader in New York City, which happens to be one of the best places in the 
whole world to eat and to try all different types of foods. Restaurants are a big part of our 
lives here; we go out to eat or order in a lot. And believe me, there are so many places to 
try, it can make your head spin! 

In writing this book, I set out to find the most amazing foods in the city, describe them for 
you, and tell you where to get them. My family and I went on “food hunts” all over New 
York City to find the best dishes. These “hunts” were really fun (and really filling!), and 
were the foundation of my research. I’m very excited to share the results with you.

A couple of notes about this book: I always provide my pick for the winner, which I call 
the “Pines Pick.” When I like another place (or places) almost as much, I list a runner (or 
runners) up. Since this a kid–friendly book, I did not mention places that were unfriendly 
or unwelcoming to kids. For example, people say Professor Thom’s has good nachos, but 
they wouldn’t let me order them or anything else for that matter (even though it was early 
afternoon and no one was in there!) because they said the bar would be too crowded later 
in the day. It made no sense to me either, but I obviously can’t rate something I wasn’t 
allowed to taste. And, as another example, I couldn’t fight through the bar crowd at Corner 
Bistro to try their burger, which is also supposed to be tasty.

While I did a lot of research and brainstorming with others to find the best dishes, keep 
in mind that there are thousands of restaurants in NYC, and the restaurant scene is 
constantly changing. That is why I am always open to new ideas. So please let me know 
if you feel strongly about other places, and I will try them for possible inclusion in future 
updates. I am particularly interested in hearing about great foods outside of Manhattan, 
since that is the part of the city I know the best. You can contact me through my website 
www.pinespicks.com or send me an email at suggestions@pinespicks.com. 

By the way, if you are wondering how I got the idea for this book, here’s the story:

I have always had “lots to say” about restaurant food—especially when it comes to my 
favorite foods such as pizza, burgers, and nachos. I became known to my family and friends 
for my food descriptions. People were always asking me, “What are you, a food critic?” I 
used to laugh at that and not take it seriously, but then I got to thinking: “I may be a kid, 
but I know what tastes good and how to pick really good places to eat.” So here it goes: 
Pines Picks 2012. Happy eating!
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36 Lexington Avenue  
(between 23rd and 24th Streets)  
New York, NY 10010  
(212) 420–9464

311 Broadway  
(between Duane and Thomas Streets)  
New York, NY 10007  
(212) 571–7667

528 Ninth Avenue  
(between 39th and 40th Streets)  
New York, NY 10018  
(212) 760–9090

@ The Blue Room  
1140 Second Avenue  
(at 60th Street)  
New York, NY 10065  
(212) 888–5777

184 First Avenue  
(between 11th and 12th Streets)  
New York, NY 10009  
(212) 505–7272

@ Down the Hatch 
179 West 4th Street  
(between Sixth and Seventh Avenues)  
New York, NY 10014  
(212) 627–9500

@ Bar Coastal 
1495 First Avenue  
(at 78th Street)  
New York, NY 10021  
(212) 772–8400

2090 Frederick Douglass Boulevard  
(at 113th Street)  
New York, NY 10026 
(212) 666–2904

321 9th Street  
(between Fifth and Sixth Avenues)  
Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY 11215 
(718) 768–5665 

134 Smith Street  
(between Bergen and Dean Streets)  
Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn, NY 11201  
(718) 923–9393

BUFFALo WINGS 

Atomic Wings
www.atomicwings.com

At Atomic Wings, you can order your wings anywhere from mild to blow–your–head–off–
spicy (the very hottest are actually called “suicidal,” which says it all). The wings are exactly 
what you’d want them to be: hot and fresh, meaty, and chewy with not too much crispness. 
I like my wings hot and spicy, so I ordered mine “nuclear”—which the server told me would 
be hot, but they are not their hottest by any means. The nuclear wings were so hot (in the 
spicy sense) that I actually felt bad for my throat—but nevertheless, I absolutely loved 
them. If you love wings, you can’t go wrong at Atomic Wings; just don’t be too brave at first. 
I would start a bit milder and work your way up. And no matter what, keep plenty of liquid 
and napkins on hand (and maybe even a fire extinguisher)!
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Blue Smoke 
www.bluesmoke.com/blue 

116 East 27th Street 
(between Lexington Avenue  
and Park Avenue South) 
New York, NY 10016 
(212) 447–7733

Buffalo Wild Wings 
www.buffalowildwings.com 

139 Flatbush Avenue 
(between Fourth and Atlantic Avenues) 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
(718) 943–9453

@ JFK Airport, Terminal 4 
(718) 751–4769

Brother Jimmy’s BBQ 
www.brotherjimmys.com 

416 Eighth Avenue 
(at 31st Street) 
New York, NY 10001 
(212) 967-7603

258 West 31st Street 
(between Seventh and Eighth Avenues) 
New York, NY 10001 
(212) 695-5461

116 East 16th Street 
(between Irving Place and  
Union Square East) 
New York, NY 10003 
(212) 673-6465

181 Lexington Avenue 
(at 31st Street) 
New York, NY 10016 
(212) 779-7427

 

428 Amsterdam Avenue 
(between 80th and 81st Streets) 
New York, NY 10024 
(212)  501-7515

1485 Second Avenue 
(between 77th and 78th Streets) 
New York, NY 10075 
(212) 288-0999

1644 Third Avenue 
(at 92nd Street) 
New York, NY 10128 
(212) 426-2020

Yankee Stadium 
1 East 161st Street 
Bronx, NY 10451

BUFFALo WINGS 
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94 Third Avenue  
(between 12th and 13th Streets)  
New York, NY 10003 
(212) 253–2700

My dad went to business school in Philadelphia, and has taken me there many times to eat 
the cheesesteaks he loved when he was a student. The cheesesteak at 99 Miles to Philly is 
like eating one just out of the oven in Philadelphia. I like my steak with onions and Cheese 
Whiz, but you can order yours plain or with another type of cheese (as well as mushrooms, 
peppers, etc.). These steaks are not hard to eat like the steaks at some other places: the 
texture of the sandwich is just right and the meat is not too chewy. The bread is really 
good and fresh—which is so important. Also, the onions taste caramelized and are sweet 
and delicious.

99 Miles to Philly is a small, friendly place. The guy who started it used to work at 
Carl’s Steaks and seems to have done them one better (although I do enjoy a hot Carl’s 
cheesesteak at Yankee games). Finally, 99 Miles offers one of my favorite beverages to 
wash down the steaks: 8oz glass bottles of Coca–Cola. I can’t explain it, but those little 
glass bottles always seem to make the Coke taste better. 

Carl’s Steaks
www.carlssteaks.com

CHEESESTEAK

99 Miles to Philly
www.99milestophilly.com

507 Third Avenue 
(between 34th and 35th Streets) 
New York, NY 10016 
(212) 696–5336

79 Chambers Street 
(between Broadway and Church Street) 
New York, NY 10007 
(212) 566–2828

Yankee Stadium 
1 East 161st Street 
Bronx, NY 10451
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Numerous locations throughout NYC

Lots of restaurants serve chicken fingers/tenders, especially on kids’ menus, but most of 
them are pretty ordinary. To me though, none of them can beat Popeyes’ chicken tenders. 
At Popeyes, the tenders are extremely crunchy and a little spicy on the outside, with really 
moist chicken inside. The breading is not too thick and not too thin—it’s just right. Of 
course, these are best when freshly made. [Note: do not confuse Popeyes’ tasty chicken 
tenders with their bland chicken nuggets—which really aren’t very good at all.] 

Piper’s Kilt of Inwood
www.piperskiltofinwood.com

4946 Broadway 
(between 207th and Isham Streets) 
New York, NY 10034 
(212) 569–7071

CHICKEN FINGERS/TENDERS 

Popeyes
www.popeyes.com
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123 Second Avenue 
(between 7th Street and Saint Marks Place) 
New York, NY 10003 
(212) 674–1234

The fries at Pommes Frites are in a word: amazing. Pommes Frites is just a tiny store/
restaurant, but its flavors are big. When you walk in, you immediately see the two huge 
fryers on the side of the wall behind the counter and start smelling the delicious French 
fries being made there. When they are finished cooking, they take the just–made fries out 
and put them in a big paper cone. The fries come out really hot and have a perfect crunch: 
you will never want to stop eating them. You really get the crunch, and then your teeth 
get to the softness of the inside of the French fry and YUMMMMMM! Pommes Frites has 
tons of sauces to try with your fries. My favorite sauce is the sweet mango chutney mayo. 
I love how the sweet flavor of the mango chutney mayo tastes with the savory fries. For 
fry lovers, this place is a must–go. Run, do not walk, to Pommes Frites for fries you won’t 
forget.

FRENCH FRIES

Pommes Frites
www.pommesfrites.ws
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